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PANASONIC
MERA
TH -42P\BOA

Screen Size

Aspe ct Ratio

Reso ktion

Brigh tness

Contrast Ratio

Dim ensions (W xi xD)
Pow er consum ption
Weigh t

Conne ctons

A/N/1,Rear
A/N/2,Rear
A/N/ 3, Front
A/N/ 4, Rear
PC

Hgure R34. Panasonic Mera Phsm a

Th e buying guide rexew s, t e Panasonic
TH -42P\B0A Mera in detaill

WH AT YOU GET

Th e Panasonic TH -42P\B0A Mera p ksm a
pack age comes in 2 boxes, the p hsma and
stand (optionallextra). The pksm a box
contains a user manualll power cabl,
ferritt cores, 1 remote and 2 AA batteries
fortie remote.

TH E TECH NOLOGY

Super ReallGamm a System offers 1024

sh ades ofgrey increasing th e totallnum ber
ofcoburs tt at may be disphyed.The
human eye is inflienced by the coburs of
surrounding obpcts. The M ACH Enh ancer
enh ances obgct contours for tie eys
perception.SD and PC card sbts albw for
p hyback ofdigitallph otos. Th e Panasonic

PANASONIC MERA TH -42P\B0A

Hgure R35. Panasonic Mera Bbxing
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Th e Buying Guide m atch es
th e Rhtest Panasonic Mera

p hsm a against tt e best of
Fujtsu, Pioneer and NEC

TH -42P\BO0 A Specificatton

42", 105.7cm Diagonal
1639

1024 x 768

Zm /m 2

3000:1

1140x757x13% mm

39 8W

42k g

Com posite, S-\Mdeo
Com posite,

Com ponent

Com posite, S-\Mdeo
Com posite,

Com ponent

RGBH V

Tab B R6. Panasonic Th -42P\B0A Spe cifications
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has 4 16mm wide buikin
speakers arranged \ertical}
oneitherside ofte
screen, making an

im pressine design th at allo
performswe N

ASSEM BLING e

The Panasonic is \ery easy  Fgure R36. Panasonic Mera Pedestalstand TYST42PX20
to assembll. Lke the

Fujtsu and mostotier The phsma

brand p ksma stands,onk  dissipates 39 8W of
tw o \erticallbars which power.The

holl tte Panasonic phsma Panasonic certainl
uprigh tneed to be did a good pb of
fastened. Th e Panasonic warming up the

stand does notalbw for Buying Guide Hhbs.
\ertallt k or side to side Th e Panasonic can
swine BLike the NEC, doub ll as your
Pionner and Fujtsu, home heater! The
unpack ing th e Panasonic Panasonic is not
outoftie boxisassimpl tin.W alimounting

Hgure R37.Panasonic Mera extras,
incbding a rem ote, ferite cores,
pow er cabl and instruction m anual

as removng 2 c s from iswoull be

th e side of th e box and appeahg ifth e Panasonic twner.In contrast to the
Ifting tt e box aw ay from  was sk he.The Panasonic Pioneer, t e Panasonic

its base.W ith the is bestphced on the tabl remote is not krge and w il
Panasonic, th ere is no top or g bss stand. certain} fit com fortab ¥ in
requirem ent to attach mostpeopls fand.The
externallspeakers. Indeed, THE REM OTE AND GENERAL. Panasonic remote f as a

te speakers are builin. OPERATION num ber buttons on it,

Th e Panasonic does h a\e Th e Panasonic rem ote inc kding a D\D ope ration
handls to albw foreasy  contains numbered (0-9)  section,so itmay require a
moxement, h ow e\er at buttons used to sw itcl stortwhill to master its all

42Kg, tw o peopll are ch anne B using the anabg its eatures. Like most
required to transportit. -

FIRST IM PRESSIONS

Th e Panasonic is a hrge
and heaw phksma, not
whatyou woull expect
from a modern day phsm a
disphy.There are wh opping
4 fans to keep itcooll
Unfortunate k, th e
Panasonic does noth axe
te air fbw and h eat sink
tchnobgy ke the Pioneer
or Fujtsu to awid th e use
ofcoobhg fans. The fans
are howexer not noticabll. Hgure R38. Panasonic Merah as 4 fans to keep it cool
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phsma ™S on the market,

th e Panasonic h as a row of

buttons w h ich albw

Sw itch ing betw een \deo
inputs,howe\er the
Panasonic sometimes
requires tw o button
presses to switch between
wdeo inputs. The Fujtsu,
Pioneer, and NEC p ksm as
onk require one button
press. Th e Panasonic i as an
attractine graphicallmenu
interface,simibhr to e
Pioneer. Namgation is allo
simpl.Lke the Pioneer,
tteremote hasaghbw in
the dark feature which
hepsindm I
enwvronments.

PANASONIC TH -42P\B0A
ANALYSIS

Th e Buying guide tests the
Panasonic TH -42P\80A in
th e categories ofSty I,
quality ofskin tones,
picture quality in dark
scenes, picture quality in
b tscenes, quality of
coburwitt attention to
green Ine B.Green Ie B
are im portant for ew ing
grass sports.

STYLE

Th e Panasonic, alh ough
somew h at hrge and h eaw,
has a unique design.
Panasonic is push ing th e
cuney bok (see bottom of
p hsm a, FAgure R34).Sty 1
is one of Panasonic’s se lhg
points, and Panasonic
markets the Mera phsma
heavbonitsstyl.The
Merahas two tin 16mm
\erticalls lts for its builin
side speakers.This design is
uniqgue to to Panasonic. The

Panasonic w ith ghss she F
(optionalextra) w i Bbok
greatin most
enwvronments.

QUALITY OF SKIN TONES

In & is category, th e Buying

Guide Bboks for natural
bok ing skin co burs and
sm oot skin cobur
gradients. Hgure R41
show s th e Panasonic
disphying a skin tone.The
panasonic seem s to sh ow
an o\erk red orange skin
tone as com pared to the
NEC, Pioneer and Fujtsu.
The skin cobur is probab k

mostsimikhr to the Fujtsu.

Th e Panasonic co bur
gradient disp hys co bur
banding simikrk to the
Pioneer (but s th
smoother). The NEC or
Fujtsu h as smoother
gradients.

To ach ie\e skin co burs,
manufacturers tend to
increase the red e lof
tte phsma TV, as seenin
th e Panasonic. This
sometimes causes the skin
cobur to bok an unatural
red.

FHgure R40. Panasonic rem ote

PICTURE QUALITY IN DARK
SCENES

In this test,we Bboked at
the phsmas abillty to sh ow
detaillin dark scenes.The
testpictures were

ch alnging because each
picture h ad sections of
brigh t and dark detaillA
good p ksm a disp hys fine
de tai lin both brigh t and
dark sections.There shoull
be no bias tow ard
increasing detaillin onk one
ofthe sections at th e

<< LCD PLASM A TVBUYING GUIDE

71
D

PANASONIC MERA TH -42P\B0A



r ey

%%JD ETAILED REMNEW

>y

com promise ofthe other.
Th e source signallw as a
D\ phyer feeding a PAL
D\ 576p signallo\er a
com pone nt conne ction
(using prem ium cab hg).
Th e Panasonic sh ow ed
good de tai lin th e dark
sections. Th e Panasonic
has 3000:1 contrast,
which is oner doubll the
spe cification of th e NEC,
Pioneer or Fujtsu!
Howexer the Buying Guide
noticed ttatthiere was no
noticab l detail

im pronem ent as com pared
to the NEC, Pioneer or
Fujtsu. ltcertain kb w as
not twice as detailld. This
furth er em ph asises th e
point th at contrast ratio
sh ou M be considered
potental} as a salls
pitch . Itis best to

com pare p khsm as side by
side with reallworB test
pictures for a true

com parison. Look ing

chse k at tte mountain
ranges in figure R42,
there is asmall2-3 pixe 1
th ick outhe surrounding
th e mountain ranges. This
outhe seems to be the
Panasonic’s M ACH

Enh ancer atwork . To the
eye,itseems the outhe
creates the effectofa

starperimage, exacth as g, e R42. Panasonic T+ - 42P\BOA disp Bying a dark

intended by @ e MACH scene.Note: There is more detail\sibll in te dark

cinobgy. section th an th is ph oto show s. The extra detaillin th e
dark section is not \usib I because oftie Iitations of

PICTURE QUALITY IN BRIGH T 4 o 1 oto camera
SCENES - i
In this test,we boked at than the Pionner but ad a sharp picture, but

tie phsma's abilty to show darker tan e NEC and  OMralwoull rae itbehind
de tai lin scenes typicallof Fujtsu.The picture w as te NEC and st bef ind
exery day \Mew ing. The sh arp and did not bok oner € Futsu (ifyou dont

Panasonic i ad a b terhue smoothied. The Panasonic ~Mind e Mierhue ofte
Fujtsu) butbetier ttan th e
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Pioneer.

COLOUR QUALITY

Th e Panasonic sh ow ed
great cobur depth ,
howexer tie coburs were
not as naturallbok ing as
some ofthe other phsma
screens. Forexampll, the
defaukred B\e lis skh th
higher than th e Pioneer
and NEC, casing a redish
orange skin cobur.The
greens were darker and
not as naturallas tt e NEC
and Fujtsu. Panasonic
coburswere general}
darker th an tt e NEC and
Fujtsu,h ow exer simihr to
th e Pionner.

PANASONIC W ARRANTY AND
CUSTOM ER SERMCE
Panasonic custom er con be
contacted on 132600.The
Buying Guide found the
customer senice to be

re sponsi\e .

Panasonic offer a 1 year

standard w arranty on t eir Fg,re R44. Panasonic Th - 42P\BOA disp Rying a
p hsm a disp hys which is co burfu Escene .
autom atical} actinated

upon purch ase ofthe

p hsma disphy pane EThe
receipt from date of
purch ase w ilbe required
when making aw arranty
chim .

PROS

* Card reader facilty to
vew famik ph otos

* Nice graphicallmenu
system

* Nice design

*wide array of options for Hgure R45. Panasonic T -42P\B0A disp hying greens.
aspect controll

*Remote has D\D

ope ration buttons, h ow e\er

some may consider this as
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citer.

*No requirement to
purch ase speakers
separate k.

CONS
*§ as 4 inte rnalans

*Hi eaw and typical}

the other phsmas.May be
aprobIm towalimount.
*No # DM I input option
*No DM input option
*Does notaccepta 720p
signal

CONCLUSION
Th e Panasonicis awe l

The Guide e B thatthe

consumer shou B not be
w orried by th e sh ortness

LCD TV

consumes more power than

buikand re Bb I palma T\,

of tt e panasonic w arranty.
Other manufacturers, ke
Hitachi,aBo offer 1 year

w arranty. Th e w arranty
Ingtt does notgeneral}
corre hte to buill quality.
Th e Panasonic sh ow s good
picture quality, but
somewhatraw inquality at
times. The sty hg is great,
alh ough ifthe Panasonic
was sih bhe and Igh ter it
w ou B increase its appeal
Input options are Iited as
tere is no digitali DM I or
DM option, a situation th at
shou M be rectified in the
next generation. Furth er,
Panasonic sh ou B
conentrate on reducing
pow er consum ption and
heat.

Buying Guide

PANASONIC MERA TH -42P\B0A

Plasma TV
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