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Th e  buying guide  re vie w s, th e  Panasonic 
TH - 42PV30A Vie ra in de tail.  

W H AT YOU GET
Th e  Panasonic TH - 42PV30A Vie ra plasm a 
pack age  com e s in 2 boxe s, th e  plasm a and 
stand (optional e xtra). Th e  plasm a box 
contains a use r m anual, 1 pow e r cable , 
fe rrite  core s, 1 re m ote  and 2 AA batte rie s 
for th e  re m ote . 

TH E TECH NOLOGY
Supe r Re al Gam m a Syste m  offe rs 1024 
sh ade s of gre y incre asing th e  total num be r 
of colours th at m ay be  displaye d. Th e  
h um an e ye  is influe nce d by th e  colours of 
surrounding obje cts. Th e  M ACH  Enh ance r 
e nh ance s obje ct contours for th e  e ys 
pe rce ption. SD  and PC card slots allow  for 
playback  of digital ph otos. Th e  Panasonic 
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Th e  Buying Guide  m atch e s 
th e  late st Panasonic Vie ra 
plasm a against th e  be st of 
Fujitsu, Pione e r and NEC

PANASONIC
VIERA
TH - 42PV30A 

Table  R6. Panasonic Th - 42PV30A Spe cifications

Scre e n Size  
Aspe ct Ratio
Re solution
Brigh tne ss
Contrast Ratio
D im e nsions (W xH xD)
Pow e r consum ption
W e igh t 

42", 105.7cm  D iagonal
16:9
1,024 x 768
?cm /m 2

3000:1
1140x757x139 m m
39 8W  
42k g

TH - 42PV30A Spe cification

Conne ctions

A/V 1, Re ar
A/V 2, Re ar
A/V 3, Front
A/V 4, Re ar
PC

Com posite , S- Vide o
Com posite , 
Com pone nt
Com posite , S- Vide o
Com posite , 
Com pone nt
RGBH V

Figure  R35. Panasonic Vie ra Boxing

Figure  R34. Panasonic Vie ra Plasm a
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h as 4 16m m  w ide  built in 
spe ak e rs arrange d ve rtically 
on e ith e r side  of th e  
scre e n, m ak ing an 
im pre ssive  de sign th at also 
pe rform s w e ll. 

ASSEM BLING
Th e  Panasonic is ve ry e asy 
to asse m ble . Lik e  th e  
Fujitsu and m ost oth e r 
brand plasm a stands, only 
tw o ve rtical bars w h ich  
h old th e  Panasonic plasm a 
uprigh t ne e d to be  
faste ne d. Th e  Panasonic 
stand doe s not allow  for 
ve rtial tilt or side  to side  
sw ive l. Lik e  th e  NEC, 
Pionne r and Fujitsu, 
unpack ing th e  Panasonic 
out of th e  box is as sim ple  
as re m oving 2 clips from  
th e  side  of th e  box and 
lifting th e  box aw ay from  
its base . W ith  th e  
Panasonic, th e re  is no 
re q uire m e nt to attach  
e xte rnal spe ak e rs. Inde e d, 
th e  spe ak e rs are  builtin. 
Th e  Panasonic doe s h ave  
h andle s to allow  for e asy 
m ove m e nt, h ow e ve r at 
42Kg, tw o pe ople  are  
re q uire d to transport it. 

FIRST IM PRESSIONS
Th e  Panasonic is a large  
and h e avy plasm a, not 
w h at you w ould e xpe ct 
from  a m ode rn day plasm a 
display. Th e re  are  w h opping 
4 fans to k e e p it cool! 
Unfortunate ly, th e  
Panasonic doe s not h ave  
th e  air flow  and h e at sink  
te ch nology lik e  th e  Pione e r 
or Fujitsu to avoid th e  use  
of cooling fans. Th e  fans 
are  h ow e ve r not noticable . 

Th e  plasm a 
dissipate s 39 8W  of 
pow e r. Th e  
Panasonic ce rtainly 
did a good job of 
w arm ing up th e  
Buying Guide  labs. 
Th e  Panasonic can 
double  as your 
h om e  h e ate r! Th e  
Panasonic is not 
th in. W all m ounting 
is w ould be  
appe aling if th e  Panasonic 
w as slim line . Th e  Panasonic 
is be st place d on th e  table  
top or glass stand. 

TH E REM OTE AND GENERAL 
OPERATION
Th e  Panasonic re m ote  
contains num be re d (0 - 9 ) 
buttons use d to sw itch  
ch anne ls using th e  analog 

tune r. In contrast to th e  
Pione e r, th e  Panasonic 
re m ote  is not large  and w ill 
ce rtainly fit com fortably in 
m ost pe ople s h and. Th e  
Panasonic re m ote  h as a 
num be r buttons on it, 
including a DVD ope ration 
se ction, so it m ay re q uire  a 
sh ort w h ile  to m aste r its all 
its fe ature s. Lik e  m ost 
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Figure  R36. Panasonic Vie ra Pe de stal stand TYST42PX20 

Figure  R37. Panasonic Vie ra e xtras, 
including a re m ote , fe rite  core s, 
pow e r cable  and instruction m anual

Figure  R38. Panasonic Vie ra h as 4 fans to k e e p it cool! 

PANASONIC VIERA TH - 42PV30A
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plasm a TVs on th e  m ark e t, 
th e  Panasonic h as a row  of 
buttons w h ich  allow  
sw itch ing be tw e e n vide o 
inputs, h ow e ve r th e  
Panasonic som e tim e s 
re q uire s tw o button 
pre sse s to sw itch  be tw e e n 
vide o inputs. Th e  Fujitsu, 
Pione e r, and NEC plasm as 
only re q uire  one  button 
pre ss. Th e  Panasonic h as an 
attractive  graph ical m e nu 
inte rface , sim ilar to th e  
Pione e r. Navigation is also 
sim ple . Lik e  th e  Pione e r, 
th e  re m ote  h as a glow  in 
th e  dark  fe ature  w h ich  
h e lps in dim  lit 
e nvironm e nts. 

PANASONIC TH - 42PV30A 
ANALYSIS
Th e  Buying guide  te sts th e  
Panasonic TH - 42PV30A in 
th e  cate gorie s of Style , 
q uality of sk in tone s, 
picture  q uality in dark  
sce ne s, picture  q uality in 
ligh t sce ne s, q uality of 
colour w ith  atte ntion to 
gre e n le ve ls. Gre e n le ve ls 
are  im portant for vie w ing 
grass sports. 

STYLE 
Th e  Panasonic, alth ough  
som e w h at large  and h e avy, 
h as a uniq ue  de sign. 
Panasonic is push ing th e  
curve y look  (se e  bottom  of 
plasm a, Figure  R34). Style  
is one  of Panasonic's se lling 
points, and Panasonic 
m ark e ts th e  Vie ra plasm a 
h e avily on its style . Th e  
Vie ra h as tw o th in 16m m  
ve rtical slits for its builtin 
side  spe ak e rs. Th is de sign is 
uniq ue  to to Panasonic. Th e  

Panasonic w ith  glass sh e lf 
(optional e xtra) w ill look  
gre at in m ost 
e nvironm e nts.  

QUALITY OF SKIN TONES
In th is cate gory, th e  Buying 
Guide  look s for natural 
look ing sk in colours and 
sm ooth  sk in colour 
gradie nts. Figure  R41 
sh ow s th e  Panasonic 
displaying a sk in tone . Th e  
panasonic se e m s to sh ow  
an ove rly re d orange  sk in 
tone  as com pare d to th e  
NEC, Pione e r and Fujitsu. 
Th e  sk in colour is probably 
m ost sim ilar to th e  Fujitsu. 
Th e  Panasonic colour 
gradie nt displays colour 
banding sim ilarly to th e  
Pione e r (but sligh tly 
sm ooth e r). Th e  NEC or 
Fujitsu h as sm ooth e r 
gradie nts.  
To ach ie ve  sk in colours, 
m anufacture rs te nd to 
incre ase  th e  re d le ve l of 
th e  plasm a TV, as se e n in 
th e  Panasonic. Th is 
som e tim e s cause s th e  sk in 
colour to look  an unatural 
re d.

PICTURE QUALITY IN DARK 
SCENES
In th is te st, w e  look e d at 
th e  plasm as ability to sh ow  
de tail in dark  sce ne s. Th e  
te st picture s w e re  
ch alle nging be cause  e ach  
picture  h ad se ctions of 
brigh t and dark  de tail. A 
good plasm a displays fine  
de tail in both  brigh t and 
dark  se ctions. Th e re  sh ould 
be  no bias tow ard 
incre asing de tail in only one  
of th e  se ctions at th e  

Figure  R39 . Panasonic Vie ra re ar inputs

Figure  R40. Panasonic re m ote

PANASONIC VIERA TH - 42PV30A
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com prom ise  of th e  oth e r. 
Th e  source  signal w as a 
DVD playe r fe e ding a PAL 
DVD 576p signal ove r a 
com pone nt conne ction 
(using pre m ium  cabling). 
Th e  Panasonic sh ow e d 
good de tail in th e  dark  
se ctions. Th e  Panasonic 
h as 3000:1 contrast, 
w h ich  is ove r double  th e  
spe cification of th e  NEC, 
Pione e r or Fujitsu! 
H ow e ve r th e  Buying Guide  
notice d th at th e re  w as no 
noticable  de tail 
im prove m e nt as com pare d 
to th e  NEC, Pione e r or 
Fujitsu. It ce rtainly w as 
not tw ice  as de taile d. Th is 
furth e r e m ph asise s th e  
point th at contrast ratio 
sh ould be  conside re d 
pote ntially as a sale s 
pitch . It is be st to 
com pare  plasm as side  by 
side  w ith  re al w orld te st 
picture s for a true  
com parison. Look ing 
close ly at th e  m ountain 
range s in figure  R42, 
th e re  is a sm all 2- 3 pixe l 
th ick  outline  surrounding 
th e  m ountain range s. Th is 
outline  se e m s to be  th e  
Panasonic's M ACH  
Enh ance r at w ork . To th e  
e ye , it se e m s th e  outline  
cre ate s th e  e ffe ct of a 
sh arpe r im age , e xactly as 
inte nde d by th e  M ACH  
te ch nology. 

PICTURE QUALITY IN BRIGH T 
SCENES
In th is te st, w e  look e d at 
th e  plasm a's ability to sh ow  
de tail in sce ne s typical of 
e ve ry day vie w ing. Th e  
Panasonic h ad a ligh te r h ue  

th an th e  Pionne r but 
dark e r th an th e  NEC and 
Fujitsu. Th e  picture  w as 
sh arp and did not look  ove r 
sm ooth e d. Th e  Panasonic 

h ad a sh arp picture , but 
ove rall w ould rate  it be h ind 
th e  NEC and just be h ind 
th e  Fujitsu (if you dont 
m ind th e  ligh e r h ue  of th e  
Fujitsu) but be tte r th an th e  

Figure  R41. Panasonic TH - 42PV30A sk in tone

Figure  R42. Panasonic TH - 42PV30A displaying a dark  
sce ne . Note : Th e re  is m ore  de tail visible  in th e  dark  
se ction th an th is ph oto sh ow s. Th e  e xtra de tail in th e  
dark  se ction is not visible  be cause  of th e  lim itations of 
th e  ph oto cam e ra. 
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Pione e r. 

COLOUR QUALITY
Th e  Panasonic sh ow e d 
gre at colour de pth , 
h ow e ve r th e  colours w e re  
not as natural look ing as 
som e  of th e  oth e r plasm a 
scre e ns. For e xam ple , th e  
de fault re d le ve l is sligh tly 
h igh e r th an th e  Pione e r 
and NEC, casing a re dish  
orange  sk in colour. Th e  
gre e ns w e re  dark e r and 
not as natural as th e  NEC 
and Fujitsu. Panasonic 
colours w e re  ge ne rally 
dark e r th an th e  NEC and 
Fujitsu, h ow e ve r sim ilar to 
th e  Pionne r. 

PANASONIC W ARRANTY AND 
CUSTOM ER SERVICE
Panasonic custom e r con be  
contacte d on 132600. Th e  
Buying Guide  found th e  
custom e r se rvice  to be  
re sponsive .

Panasonic offe r a 1 ye ar 
standard w arranty on th e ir 
plasm a displays w h ich  is 
autom atically activate d 
upon purch ase  of th e  
plasm a display pane l. Th e  
re ce ipt from  date  of 
purch ase  w ill be  re q uire d 
w h e n m ak ing a w arranty 
claim .

PROS
* Card re ade r facility to 
vie w  fam ily ph otos
* Nice  graph ical m e nu 
syste m
* Nice  de sign
* w ide  array of options for 
aspe ct control
* Re m ote  h as DVD 
ope ration buttons, h ow e ve r 
som e  m ay conside r th is as 

Figure  R43. Panasonic TH - 42PV30A displaying a ligh te r sce ne

Figure  R45. Panasonic TH - 42PV30A displaying gre e ns.

Figure  R44. Panasonic TH - 42PV30A displaying a 
colourful sce ne . 
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clutte r.
* No re q uire m e nt to 
purch ase  spe ak e rs 
se parate ly.

CONS
* H as 4 inte rnal fans
* H e avy and typically 
consum e s m ore  pow e r th an 
th e  oth e r plasm as. M ay be  
a proble m  to w all m ount. 
* No H DM I input option
* No DVI input option
* Doe s not acce pt a 720p 
signal

CONCLUSION
Th e  Panasonic is a w e ll 
built and re liable  palsm a TV. 
Th e  Guide  fe e ls th at th e  
consum e r sh ould not be  
w orrie d by th e  sh ortne ss 

of th e  panasonic w arranty. 
Oth e r m anufacture rs, lik e  
H itach i, also offe r 1 ye ar 
w arranty. Th e  w arranty 
le ngth  doe s not ge ne rally 
corre late  to build q uality. 
Th e  Panasonic sh ow s good 
picture  q uality, but 
som e w h at raw  in q uality at 
tim e s. Th e  styling is gre at, 
alth ough  if th e  Panasonic 
w as slim line  and ligh te r it 
w ould incre ase  its appe al. 
Input options are  lim ite d as 
th e re  is no digital H DM I or 
DVI option, a situation th at 
sh ould be  re ctifie d in th e  
ne xt ge ne ration. Furth e r, 
Panasonic sh ould 
cone ntrate  on re ducing 
pow e r consum ption and 
h e at.




